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25 

Sir; 



ApplicaBis hereby appeal tlie non-final reiection dated November 14, 
2007, of claims 1 through 13 of the above-identitled patent appiication. A Request to Re- 
30 instate the Appeal is submitted herewith. 



REAL PARTY IN INTEREST 
rhe present application is assigned to IBM Corporation^ as evidenced by 
an assignment recorded on November 15, 2000 in the United States Patent and 

35 Trademark Office at Reel 011330, Frame 0164. The assignee, IBM Carporation, is the 
real party in interest. 



RELATED APPEALS AND INTERFERENCES 
There are tio related appeals or interferences. 
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STATUS OF CI AIMS 
Claims i tliroiigh 13 are pendiiig in the above-ideotified patent 

application. Claims 1-13 remain rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Obradovich et aL (United States Patetrt Number 6,148^261). C kirns i, 7, and 10 are 
5 being appealed. 

STATUS OF AMENDMENTS 
There have been no amendments filed snbsequent to the present Office 

Action. 

10 

SUMMARY OF CLAIMED SUBJECT MATTER 
Independent claim, i is directed io a metiiod for determining a position of a 
user (>1G, 1 : i40), comprising the steps of: storing in a memoiy a set of position points 
defining assigned locations within one or more physical areas (page 4, lines 1-4): 

15 coiBtmuncating with one or more signal sources (FIG. 1: 1 10, 120; page 5, lines iO-13K 
wherein each of the one or more signal soorces (FIG. i : 1 10, 120) is located at one of the 
assigned iocations proximate to a position detection device (FIG . 1 : 100/130), each, of the 
signai sources (FIG, 1: FtO, 120) having Infonnation about the respective assigned 
location, each of the signal sources (F!G. I : 1 10, 120) comprising at least one wireless 

20 identification tag (FIG. 1 : 110, 120) that is stimulated by at least one signal sent from the 
commtmication mterface (FiO; 1: 100) and that returns the information to the 
communication itrterface (FIG, 1: 100; page 5, lines 10-21); defining (FIG. 3: 220) one or 
more paths connecting one or more of the position points in response to a user query 
(FIG. 3: 530; page 5, lines 14-21); accessing (FIG. 4: 600, 610) the information from one 

25 or more of the signa! sources (FIG. 1: 1 10, 120) to detemiine a progress of the position 
detection device through the physical area as defined by tbe path (page 6, lines 15-22); 
and commumcating (FIG. 2: 240, 300, 3iO, 320, 330) the progress of the position 
detection device (FIG. 1: 100/130) through the physical area to the user (FIG. 1: 140; 
page 5, line 22, to page 6, line 14). 

30 Independent claim 7 is directed to a metliod for determining a position of a 

user (FIG. 1 : 1 40) comprising the steps of: storing in a memory a set of position points 
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defimng assigf:ied locations within one or more physical areas (page 4, liiies 1-4); 
commtmicating with one or more signal sources (FIG. I: 1 10, 120; page 5, lines 1 0-1 3), 
wherein each of said one or more signal sources (FIG, 1: 1 10, 120) is located at one of 
the assigned locations proximate to a position detectiOB device (FIG, 1: 100/130)^ each of 
5 the sigaial sources (FIG, 1: MO, 120) havijig intbrt«atioji about the respective a:ss}gned 
locatiofl, each of the signal sources (FIG. 1: 1 10, 120) comprising at least one wireless 
identification tag (FIG, 1: 1 10, 120) that is stimuh\ted by at least one signal sent from the 
comnumication interface and that retimes the infomiation to the communication interface 
(FIG. i: iOO; page 5, lines 10-21); defining (FIG, 3: 220) one or more paths connecting 

10 one or more of the position points in response to a nser query (F!X1. 3: 530; page 5, lines 
14-21); accessing (FIG: 4: 600, 610) the information from one or more of the signal 
sources (FIG: i: 1 10, 120) to determine a progress of the position detection device (FIG. 
1; 100/130) tlirough the physical area as defined by the path (page 6, lines 15-22); and 
communicating (FIG, 2: 240, 300, 310, 320, 330) tlie progress of the position detection 

15 device (FIG. I : 100/130) tlnough the physical area to the user (FIG. 1 : 140; page 5, line 
22, to page 6, iine 14). 

Independent claim 10 is directed to a system for determining a position of 
a user (FIG. t: 140) is disclosed, comprising: means for storing in a memoiy a set of 
position points defining assigned locations within one or more phyisicai areas (page 4, 

20 lines 1-4); means for communicating with one or more signal sources (FIG. 1: 110, 120; 
page 5, lines 10-13), wherein each of the one or more signal sources (FIG, 1: 1 10, 120) is 
located at one of the assigned locations proximate to a position detection device (FIG. 1 : 
100/130), each of the signal sources (FIG. 1: 110, 120) having information about the 
respective assigned location, each of the signai sources (FIG. 1: 110, 120) comprising at 

25 least one wireless identitlcation tag (FIG. 1: 1 iO, 120) that is stimulated by at least one 
Signal sent from the communication interface (FIG. 1: 100) and that returns the 
information to the communication interface (FIG. I: 100; page 5, lines 10-21); means for 
defining (FIG. 3: 220) one or more paths connecting one or more of the position points in 
response to a user query (FIG. 3: 530; page 5, lines 14-21 ); means for accessing (FIG. 4: 

30 600, 610) the information from one or more of tlie signal sources (FIG 1: 110, 120) to 
determine a progress of the position detection device (FIG. 1: 100/130) through the 
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physical area as defined by tiie path (page 6, lines 15-22); and nieans for coinmunicatmg 
(FIG. 2: 240, 300, 3i0, 320, 330) the progress of the position detection device (FIG. 1: 
} 00/130) through the physical area to the aser (FIG. 1: i40; page 5, line 22, to page 6, 
line H). 

5 

ST A TEMEKr OF GROUNDS OF REJECriQN TO BE REVIEWED ON APPEAL 

Claims I- J 3 remain rejected under 35 U,S,C. § 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Obradovich et aL 

iO ARGIJMENT 
Section 102 Rejections 
Independent Claims 1 , 7. and 1 0 

Independent claims 1, 7, and 10 are rejected under 35 LIS£. § 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Obradovich et al. Regarding claim 1, the Examiner asserts that 

15 Obradovich et al disclose one or more signal sources (data provider such as a bank, 
restaiirant, shopping center; col. 13, Mne 60, to col 14, line 44), wherein each of said one 
or more signal sources is located at one of the assigned iocations (such as position of a 
restaurant, bank, siiopping center, etc.; col 13, line 60, to col 14, line 44; col 16, lines 
24-53; FIG. 15) proximate to the position detection device (20, FIG. 15), each of tlie 

20 signal sources (data provider such as a bank, restaurant, shopping center) comprising at 
least one radio frequency wireless identification tag (GPS; col 11, lines 28-67) that is 
stimulated by at least one signal sent from the communication interface (29E, 29F, FIG. 
2) and that retonis the information to tlie communication interface {29E, 29F, FIG. 2; col 
13, line 60, to col 14, line 44). The Examiner further asserts that Obradovich discloses 

25 that the path process accesses the information from one or more of the signal sources to 

determine a progress of the position detection device. 

In the text cited by the Examiner, Obradovich teaches that 

FIG. 11 iMustrates the Third Party page accessed fioni the 
GPS menu page. The Third Part>^ page provides an interface to 
30 communications with a third party through touch points in the sub-menu 

display 151 In the display shown, a user can receive a third partys data 
and GPS encoded map tor viewijig on the device or save it for fimue 
usage. Tire user can also dynamicaliy track the third party by periodically 
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having the tiiiixl party send updates via nornial comniunicalioTi links. Hie 
third party location can be displayed on maps dynamically sent by map 
publishers, maps already on-board (flirnisbed at some earlier date), or on 
maps sent by the third party. The PCD plots and interpolates the GPS data 
5 sent by the Mtd party aiid places an icon 951 (GPS latitude and latitude 

coordinate pair) on the displayed map using spatial query analysis 
techniques perfbi med by m application module. The information received 
from the third party may be other than maps or GPS encoded inforomtion, 
but may be infonnation of any type. The data is received Irom the third 
10 party using phone 400 and radio communication links 500, A 

PREFERENCES touch point 274 enables entry of items such as phone 
numbers for automatic call back and time interval for automatic 
txansmi ssion of information , 
(CoL J 1 , line 48, to coi. 12, line 2,) 

15 First, Appellants note that the Examiner equates the signal sources of the 

present invention with data providers such as banks, restaurants, or shopping centers. 
Appellants note that Obradovich, however, does not disclose or suggest that the data 
providers are located at one of the assigned bcalions proximme to fhe posUmi cieieciion 
device. 

20 Second, Appellants could fmd no disclosure or suggestion in Obradovich 

that the data providers campme at least otw wireless kiernifkmkm fag . 

Third, Appellants note that the Examiner equates the wireless 
identification tag of the present invention with the GPS of Obradovich, equates the 
communication interface with the generalized communication port 29f and infrared port 

25 29e of Obradovich, and asserts that the communication port 29f and infrared port 29e 
(communication interface) stimulates the GPS (wireless identification tag), Appeliants, 
however, could find my disclosure or suggestion by Obradovich that the commmiication 
port 29f or infrared port 29e stimulates either the GPS or a wireless identification tag. 

Finally, Obradovich teaches that the personal commonication device 20 

30 has the capability of a GPS receiver, and thus a person of ordinary skill in the art would 
read Obradovich to teach that the location and progress of the PCD 20 is determined by 
the GPS receiver. Appellants could find no disclosure or suggestion by Obradovich that 
the hcation and progress of the PCD 20 is determined by (he utformation from the data 
providers'. Thus, contrary to the Examiner's assertion, Obmdovich does not disclose or 

35 suggest that tiie path process accesses the mfbrm<Hiofi fivm one or more of the signal 
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smrces (chfa provider:^ of Ohradovich) to determine a progress of tlie positioii detectioti 
device. Independent claijiis 1, 7, and 10 require om or more signal sources ^ wherein each 
of said one ox more signal sources is located at one of the assigned locations proximate to 
the position detection device, each of the signal sources having inforniation about its 
5 assigned location, each of the signal sources comprising at least one wireless 
identification tag that is stimuiated by at least one signal sent from the communication 
interface and that returns the information to the communication interface, and reqnire that 
the path process accesses the information trom one or more of the signal sources to 
determine a progress of the position detection device. 

10 Thus, Obradovich et al. do not disclose or suggest one or niore signal 

sources, wherein each of said one or more signal sonrces is located at one of the assigned 
locations proximate to the position detection device, each of the signal sources having 
information about its assigned location, each of the signal sources comprising at least one 
wireless identification tag that is stimulated by at least one signal sent from the 

15 communication interface and that returns the information to the communication interface, 
as required by independent claims L 7, and iO, and do not disclose or suggest that the 
path process accesses the infbrmaiion from one or more of the signal sources to 
determine a progress of the position detection device, as required by independent claims 
1/7, and 10. 

20 

The rejection of die cited ctaims under section 102 in view of Obradovich 

et al are therefore believed to be improper and should be withdrawn. The rejected 
dependent claims are believed allowable for at least die reasons identified above with 
25 respect to the independent claims. 
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The attention of the Examinei and the Appeal Board to this mattei- is 

appreciated. 

Respectfully, 

Date: February 13, 2008 Kevin M, Mason 

Attorney for Applicant(s) 
Reg. No, 36,597 

1 0 Ryan, Mason & Lewis, LLP 

1300 Post Road, Suite 205 
Fairfield, CT 06824 
(203) 255-6560 
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APPENDIX 

t A posiiion detection device comprising: 

one Of more memories that store a set of position points defining assigned 
5 locaiions wiihiii one ox more physicai areas; 

a communication iiiterfkce for comtminicating with one or more signal 
sources, wherein each of said one or more signal sources is located at one of the assigned 
locations proximate to the position detection de\'ice, each of tlie signal sources having 
information about its assigned location, each of the signal sources comprising at least one 
10 wireless identification tag that is stimulated by at least one signal sent from the 
commumcation interface and that returns the inlbrniation to the communicatjon interface; 

a path process that defines one or more paths connecting one or more of 
the position points in response to a user query, the path process further accessing the 
information from one or more of the signal soiuces to detennine a progress of the 
i5 position detection device through the physical area a^ defined by the path; and 

an interface that communicates the progiess of tlic position detection 
device through the physical area to the user 

2. A device, as in claim 1 , where the physicai area includes any one or more 
20 of the following: a street, mi interior of a building, a transit station, a retail store, and a 

town. 

3. A device, as in claim 1, where the inibrmation includes non position 
intbmiation about the respective location. 

25 

4. A device, as in claim 3, where the non position information includes any 
one or more of the follow ing information types: a building name, an address^ a surname, 
a business name, a work place, a hotel, a restaurant, a civic directory, a performance 
prograiB, a residence address, a director>^ of occupants, a set of directions to a next 

30 location, a warning, a designation of one or more obstacles, a route, a public 
amrouncement, a government notice, tourist information, and exhibit information. 
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5. A device, as in claim I, whereiB the interface further comprises a tactile 
map iTiterface thai updates a tactile map to indicate a curant user position and at least OBe 
direction to a destiiiatian. 

5 

6. A device, as in c!aini 5, wherein the interface further comprises a speech 
synthesis module that converts the progress from text to audio, 

7. A method for detennining a position of a user comprising the steps of: 

10 sioring in a memory a set of position points defining assigned locations 

within one or more physical areas; 

communica ting with one or more signal sources, xvherein each of said one 

or more signal sources is located at one of the assigned locations proximate to a position 

detection device, each of the signal sources having information about the respective 
15 a.ssigned location, each of the signal sources comprising at least one wireless 

identification tag that is stinmlated by at least one signal sent from the communication 

interface and that returns the information to the communication interface; 

defming one or more paths connecting one or more of the position points 

in response to a user query; 
20 accessing the information from one or more of the signal sources to 

determine a process of the position detection device through the physical area as defined 

by the path; and 

cammonicating the progress of tlie position detection device through tlie 
physical area to the user. 

.25 

8. A method, as in ciaim 7, wherein the step of communicating further 
comprises the step of updating a tactile map to indicate a current user posi tion and at least 
one direction to a destination, 

30 9. A method, as m claim 8, wherein the step of commpnicating further 

comprises the step of converting the progress from text to audio. 
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i 0. A system for determming a position of a user comprising: 

means for stormg in a niemory a set of position poims defining assigned 
locations within one ox more physicai areas; 
5 means for commumcating with one or more signal sources, wherein each 

of said one or more signal sources is located at one of die assigned locations proximate to 
a position detection device, each of the signal sources having information about the 
respective assigned location, each of the signal sources comprising at least one wireless 
identification tag that is stimulated by at least one signal sent from the communication 
10 interface and that reiums the information to the communicatian interfece; 

means for defining one or more paths connecting one or more of the 
position points in response to a user query; 

means tor accessing the information from one or more of the signal 
sources to determine a progress of the position detection device through the physical m^ea 
1 5 as detlned by the path; and 

means for commimicating the progress of the position detection device 
through the physicai. area to the user, 

1 L A system, as in claim 10, wherein the means for commimicating fiutber 

20 comprises a means tor updating a tactile map to indicate a current user position and 
directions to a destination. 

12. A system, as in claim IJ, wherein the means for communicating forther 
comprises means for converting the progress from text to audio, 

.25 

13, A device, as in claim 1, wherein the wireless identification tag includes 
any one or more of the following: a radio frequency transmitter, an infrared transmitter, 
and a spread spectnmi ttansmitter. 
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EVIDENCE APPENDIX 
There is no evidence submitted pwsuant to § 1 . 1 30, IJ 3 1 , or IJ 32 or 

entered by the Examiner md relied upon by appellant. 
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RELATED PROCEEDINGS APPENPrX 
There are no kno\vn decisions rendered by a court or the Board in aiiy 

proceeding Idemiiied puKuaol to paragrapl5 (c)(l)(!i) of 37 CFR 41,37. 
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